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Supreme Court seeks ECreply

Abraham Thomas
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday sought the response of
the Election Commission of India
(ECI) on the disclosure of the
authentic voting percentage of
the first two phases of the ongo-
ing Lok Sabha elections after a
plea filed by Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
pointed out that the final voting
figures showed an increase of 6%
from the tentative voting per-
centage released soon after the
conclusion of polling.

Abench headed by chief jus-
tiee of India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud gave a week's ime
for the poll panel to file its
response and posted the matter
for May 24, the eve of the sixth
phase of polling.

The plea, argued by advocate
Prashant Bhushan, said that
soon after voting for the two pha-
seson April 19 and 26 ended, ECI
issued a press release giving ten-
tative voter turnout across 21
states and Union territories to be
60% in first phase and 60.96% for
second phase as of 7pm. The
revised data published on April
30 recorded an increase of nearly
6% with the total voting figures
for the two phases being 66.14%
and 66.71%.

To be sure voting percentages
usually rise in the daysafter pro-
visional turnout is released as it
takes time for polling team to
return from far-flung polling
booths situated in geographically
challenging terrains, depending
on weather conditions among
other things. The delay in updat-
ing data can also occur due to
re-polling in any seat. However,
the lag this time has been longer,
and that was fixed in the third
phase.

Being the last working day
before the court closes for vaca-
tion, the bench took up the mat-
ter on an urgent mentioning by
advocate Prashant Bhushan
appearing for ADR and told EC
counsel Amit Sharma to take
instructions.

Taking up the matter after
4pm, the court asked EC why
there was delay in uploading the
voting percentage.

In the hearing, which resumed
at 6pm (after judges returned
from a farewell function of retir-
ing judge justice AS Bopanna),
the court asked EC, “On what
Bbasis do you disclose the tenta-
tive voting percentage. Is it based

ADR's plea pointed out that the final voting figures showed an increase of 6% from the tentative

voting percentage released soon after the conclusion of polling.

THE EC COUNSEL EXPLAINED THAT AFTER
POLLING IS COMPLETED, THE RETURNING
OFFICER COLLECTS DATA FROM THE
ENTIRE CONSTITUENCY, WHICH TAKES
TIME. WHILE SOME CONSTITUENCIES ARE

AT FAR FLUNG

PLACES, THERE ARE

OTHER CONSTITUENCIES WHERE
REPOLLING IS ORDERED.

on Form 17C? What is the diffi-
culty of putting this on website?”

Bhushan said that every poll-
ing officer in the election booth is
required to fill up Form 17C and
submit to the returning officer.
This form contains the actual fig-
ures of voting which needs to be
uploaded by EC, he added.

The EC counsel explained that
after polling is completed, the
returning officer collects data
from the entire constituency,
which takes time. While some
constituencies are at far flung
places, there are other constitu-
encies where repolling is
ordered. “This application is filed
on May 9 and there is a set pat-
tern. It started with questioning
of electoral roll, EVMs and now
voting percentage. This issue is
only to create doubt in the minds
of new vaters. Such impression
creates an impact on voter turn-
out.” Sharma said.

Senior advocate Maninder
Singh, who later joined the hear-
ing on behalf of EC said that the
Supreme Court had on April 26
given an authoritative pro-
nouncement on all aspects
including EVMs where the issue
of Form 17C was also discussed.
Bhushan denied this but Singh
said that the issue should not
detain the court any further not-
ing that the matter was being
taken up after hours at the
behest of some vested interest.

The bench, also comprising
justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra, objected to this comment.
“That is a very wrong charge
against the court. If need arises,
we will sit through the night,"it
said. Realising that the issue can-
not be decided in a hurry, the
bench allowed EC's request to
respond to theapplication. It is
submitted that four phases of
elections have been completed

AFP

and since the application have
been filed in a petition filed by
ADR (pending since 2019) after
four years, we find the request of
EC to be fair. We grant EC a
week’s time to file response and
direct that the application be
listed before the assigned bench
on May 24, the order said.

EC told the court that the
Form 17C data is shared with
every poll candidate and in case
ofany objection, the candidate is
free to raise it. “The preliminary
figures of voting are provided in
the app which is not accurate
and gets updated.”

The application by ADR took
exception to the “unreasonable
delay” shown by ECT in disclos-
ing data on votes polled as the
data for first phase voting was
disclosed 11 days after voting
ended on April 19 and 4 days
after the second phase voting
closed on April 26,

Asking EC to put these appre-
hensions to rest, it added: “In
order touphold the voter’s confi-
dence, itis necessary that the ECI
be directed to disclose on its
website scanned legible copies of
Form 17C Part- I (Account of
Votes Recorded) of all polling
stations which contains the
authenticated figures for votes
polled, within 48 hours of the
close of polling.”

on plea for detiled turnout data

SCGIVESECTWO
WEEKS TO DECIDE
POLL SCHEDULE
FOR BENGAL SEAT

Abraham Thomas
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday gave the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) two weeks
to decide the date of bypoll to the
vacant assembly seat in Manik-
tala assembly constituency of
West Bengal, and agreed to have
a special sitting during the ensu-
ing summer vacation to hear the
case.

The assembly seat was at the
centre of an election petition
filed by Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) leader Kalyan Chaubey
who lost to Trinamool Congress
(TMC) candidate Sadhan
Pande during the 2021 assembly
polls.

Sadhan died in February 2022
but the election petition contin-
ued before the Calcutta high
court as Chaubey, who is also the
president of All India Football
Federation and joint secretary of
Indian Olympics Association,
kept delaying the proceedings,
despite a clear order by the top
court last year asking the pro-
ceedings to be completed expedi-
tiously.

On May 9, Chaubey withdrew
the election petition paving
way for the seat to be declared
vacant,

Taking up a petition by three
residents of Maniktala demand-
ing immediate bypoll, a bench of
justices Surya Kant and KV Vis-
wanathan on Friday asked EC the
reason for delay in holding the
polls, and granted it two weeks to
suggest clear dates for polls.
Court has posted the matter on
June 3.

The petitioners represented
by senior advocate Devadatt
Kamatand advocate Mithu Jain
said that the Election Commis-
sion of India can conduct polls
before June 30,

However, EC advocate Ankit
Agarwal said, “The petitioners
cannot micromanage elections.
EC will hold the elections at the
earliest. But the time is to be
decided by EC based on several
factors, including movernent of
EVMs and availability of secu-
rity forces. We need more time
as the vacancy was formally
declared on May9."




Don’t lag in exercising
franchise, voters urged

HT Corresponds
irttenhtive com
LUCKNOW: Urging people 1o
come out (o vote in large num-
bers in the state capital, divi-
sional commissioner Roshan
Jacot on Friday said this is how
they will play an active part in
inereasing the polling pereent-
age in the city.

“The city has made contribu
tion to every field, including lii-
erature, art, film and culture. It
has a rich history. Ironically,
peaple here lag béhind when it
comes 10 using sulfrage.” she
sald

Jacob  was
addressing aver
104 represeniatives
of employees’
unians of various
goverament
departments
besides pensioners:
on the opening day
of the two-day

voter awareness
drive at_Indira
Gandnl _Pratish-
than

i m, ki awaz buland
hai, usi Garikey se humari
aawaz bhi buland honi
chalye (As the voice of the city
is loud, our voice should also
be loud in the same way)
That! pmslb‘l only when we

vo

Licknow gm o palls in the
fifth phase of the seven-phascd
Lok Sabha polls on May 20, On
the occasion, DM Surya
Gangwar sald, “In the last
(2019) general election, as
many as 15 lakh vorers did not
cast their vote here which is
not 8 good sign.” Vice ¢hair-
man, Lucknow Development
Autherity, Indramani Tripathi
was ulso present at the cvent.

Jacob says will vote first
time in 20 yrs
Jacob said this time she has
also decided to exercise her
franchise for the first time.
“I'm a 2004 batch IAS officer
and in my carcer spanning 20
years, | have never cast my
vote. But this time I too have
decided to vote,” she sald,
“This will be my firstvote as

Elections '
2024
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she urged everyone to be a
model for others.

Elderly, pregnant
women to be catered to
She said the administration has
made arrangements for clderly,
Indies carrying kids snd expect
ant mothers,

“Our stalTat polling stations
will break the lines and
prioritise them,” JIacab
added. She also said this
time, people can take their pri-

vate vehicles up
10 100 metres of
the  polling
booth.

Bike rallies,
doar-to-door
campaign

“Several bike ral-
have been
organised in the
city to ~pmm
voli
ness,”

said Gnl-

Hindustan Times

Hindustan Times
voter turnout
initiative

LUCKNOW: As an extension
1o the HT Spotlight initi
10 maximise voler turnout in
the Lok Sabha dection, in
Lucknow, on May 20,
Hindustan Times will carry
out a massive voter
AWATENESS programine .u
Emerald Mall, Ashiana, o
May 18, from3pm i & |wl|

Several programmes will be
arganised for the people like
smusical performances, o
slogan-writing contest and a
signature campalgn with no
age bar, These will be hosted
by Hindustan Times in
collaboration with the LDA.

Liquor shops to
remain shut

LUCKNOW: Liguor shops in
Lucknow will remain closed

o

from Saturday for palling on
My 20, the district
administration said in an
order Bsued on Friday. “All
the licenced forelgn liquar,
country liquar, beer shops
and other intoxicant shops
will remain closed in
Lucknow and around 8 km of
its boundaries,” read the
order released from the
district magistrate’s offic
“All licenced shops will close
from May 18 at 6 pm to May

20, 6l voting ends.
Additionally, the liquor and

the beer shaps will also

remain shuton the day of

counting of votes, on June 4"

the order read,

Teachers pledge to
encourage public
LUCKNOW: Over 3,000 City
Montessori School (CMS)
teachers and other staff
members got together at the

school's Gamti Nagar
Gartpt LIRS
resolved tocasi

franchise in the forthcoming
LokSabha polls. A message
awas sent io over 62,000 CMS
students o motivate parenis
and neighbours to cast their
votes. The institution is using
various social media
platforms to spread voting
awareness among the
general public.

Wic

DM Surya Pal Gangwar and
divisional commissioner
Roshan Jacob at o voter-
avarencss event in Lucknow

preet Singh Sethi, deputy
chief warden, Lucknow civil
defence,

“We have hosted bike rallies
in different sreas like
Muhullhnlgmj ‘Hasanganj. lm
anj and Alambagh. As
Lhunullmgmy ‘approacties we
are ocusing on promating
door-to-door awareness,” Sethi
added.

PUNJABI KULFI

For our unemployed youth
For the backbreaking inflation
For our suffering farmers
For our molested women
For the attacks on reservation

THE ANSWER
IS IN YOUR VOTE

Vote for Congress! ® @

HAATH BADLEGA HALAAT
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SPOTLIGHT 0 ELECTIONS 2024

Lucknow owes a lot to the contributions of progressive women in diverse spheres of life as it gears up to register its mandate on
May 20 as part of the festival of democracy. As every vote matters, HT has persistently motivated citizens to exercise their
franchise and focuses on lending support to women's call for reducing the gender gap in the voting exercise

In c1ty of iconic women, no females in poll arena
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fighters to women as S——:
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expressed faith in Tl v
their lcadership. But
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ki i st
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Hee =
; e
Raloes Malich - il .
S Sanyeeta Sharma chid rights activat
RN Ty famous Ml
[ofr e ——— Vate ta protect
prieoghreg et (st my vt prvdarye the
gt Lo o
Fromshe o 2 0
il the o sruggie o ‘Serma Rana asst prof ot Shia 76 Calioge
st . A s e ey Bocatsd in Luchoos,
e ity s wemsen haveicd i af Aagah nny poiitical party Nelderd @ wascstaished i 9620 wit:  Ragnath Sngh m 294 Wettarintra for women's safety
o o e phiri e honscoid sarees Hylisk. warman candidsie par ary oI LokSaltu et el Fwarman can e ot ot ary b ot "a
g Fom poliics de soctl_ ln e . Luc- Takshialen el o Fitisn M, o M ey Sartis prapes ety st Beres [
Enow has st cdoned  domisasa Lucknon's paliics  prdenity bom Lacod parlis: — oricas five s, Samgwad It ey the Servme. et Chure whess | (0 1 i -
B cch by of g e b e B2 fi Reand Ky wiems  merwpen. Party (9) four iocs, and BH' Courty advesse Sramgtot il grvatsy e k- "Jp
b Mahsl s Vecramgzns  and IS8, voters cleced thive  Bour-term MLA Trun Lickow hrce. P
Tida Dot allant pcipasion  weeien 6 Con- Madberta vt candeatarn. I Nummum O, former VC, Bhatkhande Samkrah
ks Fine Warof kel gressticket an om Comgrosw's fost 0 IOF sabwart Ata Wbl Peservd s Scbwdulod Covies, 30757 Seidet Pooram
nce in 57 B darse he ity el reprosenta- ket S died &8 in: et s s o range Sisha whalet 1o - -
thes | Vijaa S0 Al presen. (e with Conresd st of eprscriathe ey epon. Raath Sgh | Pasitive change in society for
Froms o (igher Nkt Luks e Pty socssl sttt 1o Lo Vanshon i O s e e Pt Lok Subia el
e i o st Mot v 1358 polls former LU sice- s Cannga Do | riciemtossatie stratne
whgave the shogan sy R Chancelior Prod  in Dovs Samajecud Party  emenged victorous and served  Former Luckno ajversty (ctdmes 1 et e s o
. e Pt he AL Kaop  Bekha  Febde Nafim Al foverer Misa w0 ity
irvcipaertof UF Sansra Alad- - ompmmmy e OUTREACH  Vermaimamonpst b ster the Scpremegiorss  ferems Verma saat “Weren eae gh Carg. view president, ICIRD
i k) lonert mwornen 510 M5 Gy HTintiotive U et fecop  adverse commeat o0 Saaay Wi, he sl arak - d o el vitheut iy
empmermcat B Hamds ekt and ey S In 208 P Tekw  peervon, Sl haing el | Vote for more job opportanities
abatnllsh, prommimentatece  Sheils Kaie wan il ey, Jrevs .
it Lickniw L5 P Ila!nlhuﬂ!dljlu oot | whl 430 vole 1 e
O, e S i B a7, 1900 a1 =
e W Sabhaent. s
o Wi i Il la ha f  these three wumen leas e o Lok BIP wom 668 s Tha yer nINDIA Bl Sonls Khar st 3t Shevoes Cafe, e ttack sursivor
oo et AR o Lot Pl e e e Y e Amuup \smwr i, Woena Chosdhary of ek Saatapnd Party's vt
S0 s the seat by defeating s Mebrotrs sed we sty | | Give a veice to women's isues
B — S e 1 20 Sl S Bt 02y oy mesaage ok warten 10 e o secre
the st om §0 kst the Congress feidod itec slety muxation and e My vat
A e e Lok Saha e oo whahewt -
o' eservation sy e B
| evking 7% repersentation _ Luckniom accousts formare | - Ansii Kl prndoad Kawe Kus i
Bo 040 (=

N tham vt s flcidend {2047.15%) aguinst T1E05.807
ey v gz orom. St il ity | Time forslf empomarment

|73-FRawTe: Q) faurae | o @ ?ﬁmﬁu M‘eﬂn vy e Lol b E-“&n._rmm”“.‘;‘.m. |
1. aﬂa-m Women taking strides | S,
Sil.4l. : towards parity in e

2 v e v o wneer 2 voter participation T kbt

Wamen's safe ty lmpera
Sateastay e | ety gy L e
""'"_‘: she by wsuey Bt Rachan et Facao
o R R e twcs The wieece of g AR
1 lagged waderihg aver women 9
& witke nurgin
{average § o %) In sal o
v i e past. Bul
i el vt B

ey caaght wp with 5
e i tesms.af Aimout. A

The gap, which has aar
rowed over

i ::‘L’M ’:fﬁi i Lend sugpart ta devel
ing s compecd 103
ammlmw-u fr“mﬂmm‘mﬁﬂ“ L was SO0, By 306 the ap A pio iy Ok A o

iy e i aied .58 %of s vk e b s
o) 18 M 4 w1 b oy @:Mﬂ:kwﬂ s e \ o, v by 2 gapraed Bl iy, B e Mt granetl
e, (pu-von S wrend 6 e e A Eieetion Woman's empowsrment
) g W i e o wE -k el w o et 005, 2014, and 2019 smdicaies hasive. the lsture of My v ot g for mermen s e powenmet ard.
il frasyenay o6 el ) ) @uﬂimmm- signbant sirales wanbqar. womca’s participstion i drvesogmment af LA e N o s ne
pt i — Ity b votesp icipation, sl Andian puditics bk proséa: kh ety ot Rapatn S
[IJ et Mwwll e ‘w It Maniks Rains, el g, s . i M el sy of Lt
(&) 18 ez 4 :L et T s B RA
' 1] v University. Woservation Wl 0 the Lok | Equality of pay impartant
() 8P g 4 0 Since 001 aboowt il ol Sabin 15 nise expected 1o | Fotme e mor sl oy bty sl feds
4 Y ] India ailspied  mereise wome s prscin ot | lee tal oaeme,
e nad daes | ETEGTER || SO Shemn i | e s
s 4 R i Brci 3 imonds sgritcmnlly, [ty
Ik of priswenen polises | Several s v il Kanah Bekin Chahan,fosner-diectar
sings wied 1o o Inctvused vaner ‘Wetashor Ut Fest

\\j mo@_m-muu!‘q I

Wormen candidaies fiaee  mrost

AN fat nen-violent atmedphere
n:m;'umn w4, ki ;rzvlﬂmwm e
e i etusie g W fom T I
‘ gmnmhﬂmaﬁl g and b
B e . a2
@ W Rt S W | l .—@— Haiaa AN chabengnd RIPY b b Incnoasigly Tovased nn:'am-u-m-um
Lalp Tandoo. bn J0M. Rits  on women in their nuantesto,

O LTS |

G5, 28 i sk ot v
W e gk e e

Mlopms ekl gnn soad | cicdeppuiarmwumin(s. | | Gor dlin ety of oo y |
i Tajath Sonih, il iy sate. Thid, ey |
it e S e | ey :gg
Iollyweoed SUIT SNATTUghAn  OTE wmIen vOUFTY over the | plamty of ke 3y e e,

Sinha, cowteried agyest faf Pl Former WIVE

nth Singh. Wi thns year, 20 cia rule, “Recent registraton
s by conlestiag apiiind i

s

-y

Rty et o oA
e comfidanes rovesved e aasd i magharare e yate o g Landein's il 1
sl il ek covorage sl Surya Pal Gas i v o ot v e s made
mamen sk e soestsation bos e skl
e righes - [ ampow:  evident Ut Pradesh, where o st womes eroma e ety
Erent and sefl-respect o the gap secresed from absest eough ot i, sexial syt
i [ for 1D R TCRILARS oA 45 2 o
wurnea, T viaibility sl scarky e pereemiagr poni n e
vtk more weenen w vohe, 3019,




THER Y31 ) 06 3 foie: 18 9, 2024

Hindustan Times

HATEN TS W e a0 1.1;;5- ST, TETE

Women taking  taking strides
towards parity in
vnter p:lrtll:lpalmn

[y —r——

AUENEW : Womes lagord IVE

prbirad 1o by o e i g
verige boo Th in e ol
ey T oAt I Chal pusrs. Bl
mping livial g than the
i s by i W0 G WD
e b s af bl

The gap. which fua mar-
el e L, e (e
o I T gracial chorim
ehund e S ] T Y
g v e o S8 o
iy it Thar rvnrad | bwrees
wan Y1D06E%. By FIFL e g
reduced. wilh SET% of
m“ﬂhm-

o rwwied palled
h.ulumutm
Fak of pro-earem pabiic

rrripyie
g the Thes Prawe bivs
e Abnl Bkai) Vapayes i
1. K s wal

Kl AN challnged BiFs
Lalfi Tarsdan. In 3504, Rila
Pshragura okl apsin viosd
agmra: Reeaid Hagh. el b
mrmlllhmilb-f
Bollywresd shai Blalrugias
rinke. radlFtd apan B
wash Singhe Ban this yem eo

i ind

THEGAR, WHEH
HAS NARTIC Fiy
TETIME, WAS
THE LIWEST 1N
204 GEXERAL
ELECTIONS THAT
SAW 5225 OF
WOREN VOTING AS
COMPARED T
SR THE MEN
marbend Frcd Thanm
Thebncrcasiog =wio (a0 wul
ETORg TR
il 5 povirer gl
prmsder e i lemorad par-
i paies ah the Horsen
m-m U Batire of
wpmens pariicipuiien in
il prd 18 Ik proeTs-

Thpnu-r.lir“'_
Fesrenaton Bl inoibe Lok
Sabbs @ sho sxpeced w
L e R b o]
I8 gremrasor amd cimimel

EPOIHT BT W inlarmaton
ﬂﬂ:n[,h merbis phacor hae
baradigs tha '-m

TS, Im mEn lrli

il -
|h—.-lw-1ﬂ-= by feoaued
P N R TR T
o g ) PR wATaT 1
e m.lr‘hhmnl'u!-
Fars L AT o ephie
RS WINET P et Lhe
pusi o arve plisnd oty
ol e -R-.--ur-f-mh

wormen. This okl medl-

| wwend mare women fo i,

- "

e
L7 A i mager
Pal fusrgrwar.

v gy dey i froem shoa
B ol s i X
lrll.l‘l'|llvr|lrp-.""|1ldl'llll|'-'0lI |




THER Y31 ) 06 3 foie: 18 9, 2024

Hindustan Times

{ PETITION WANTS
DATA UPLOADED IN 48 |
HOURS } |

TOP COURT SEEKS |
ECIRESPONSE |
TURNOUT PLEA

NEW DELHI ; The Supreme Court
| on Friday sought the response of
the Flection Commission on the
disclosure of the authentic vot- |
ing percentage of the first two |
phases of the ongoing Lok Sabha |
elections after a plea filed by
Association for Democratic
Reforms pointed out that the |
final voting figures showed an |
| increase of 6% from the tentative
| voting percentage released soon
| after the conclusion of pelling.
| A bench headed by CJI DY
Chandrachud gave a week's time
for the poll panel to file its
response and posted the matter
| for hearing on May 24, the eve of
. the sixth phase of polling.
The plea, argued by advocate
Prashant Bhushan, said that
| soon after voting for the two
| phases on April 19 and 26 ended.
ECI issued a press release giving
tentative voter turnout across 21
states and Union territories to be
0% in first phase and 60.96%
for second phase as of 7pm. The
revised dat published on April
30 recorded an increase of
nearly 5% with the total voting
figures for the two phases being
6.14% and 66.71%. PR

| —
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Amidst fields of innovation, stalemate of pol solutions

Politicians pass
through rural pockets
in Barabanki while
campaigning for the
Lok Sabha election
and plan novel
methods to attract
voters, but they rarely
visit fields full of
innovation.

Gaurav Saigal
G sagalgei com

BARABANKI: Shoy n the
busy Dewa Road in Hormbant
aften get custamers who come
notto purchase anything but to
look for Dragan Fruit, a native
cash crop of southern Mexica,
contral, and South America.
Courteous shopkeepers guide
these Inquisitive visi ors, wi
smile, to Mohammadpur Bisun-
pur aboutthree hlcmﬂms

Dragon Fruit
On the way from the main
road to the village, asking any-
anc—ever withot naming Gaya
Prasad—will lead you to the
same place. | started with one
plant from Gujarat seven years
‘ago, and now | have 2000 an one
acre land | have guests coming
ng the [ruiting season, from
June 0 December, to see the
plantation.” said Prasad, who

his experiment pmwdauu:t!s
tllm\dﬂnmxﬂiu‘mblr “learn
um the plantation of
drsgum Tt starting from the
third year of harvest” he said.
Prasad’s story Is the perfect
example of how progressive
farmers in the state rely on
motivaled initiatives io tackle
climate change and innovate in
farming. They doacknowledge
the subsidies on fertilizers (%0%).

husalsadeveloped s nursryand  drip irrigation systems (30%),
suppled plants woHimachul Pra- - and vermicompost (50%), bt
desh, as well pur, Ayo- iblishi
dhya, and Sonebhadra in UP. mur nnwﬂ memod and proving
Dragon fruit is sold at Rs 300
to s 400 per kg "
yielding up to Bs 15 ing:n]l about king
lakh a year for risks on the ground,
Prasad. “Dragon

!‘mi[ plants survive

and 1 did that.
Research in the lab

r 25 years, and involves calculated

Ritdhpl ONTHE Semni
v h g

0% ez water, | GROUND  successtulor anutier

have trained failure.” said lqbal

farmers in s

method of dragon frult planta-
tlan,” said Prasad, who has been
awarded by the staw govern

rasad,
I.I'h first farmer 1o cuiunu

ment far owever,
this recognition came only after

Acziz, who has expert-
mented on § acres of land in
Masaul village in Barabanki, a
distriet previously nomrious for
apivm cultivatior

Aziz has cultivated water-

Iqbal Azizat bis fa

‘melon, muskmelon, and cucum-
ber in his ficld, crops that neigh-
bouring farmers had never
wit, He was even advised to
avold taking such risks,
UP produces 7.7 lakh tonnes

growing

stand wiatyou can grow, a
ciple that most farmers do not
follow, The fear of taking risks
can be mitigated with govern-
ment support,” sakd Aziz, who
has traveled (o 10 countries since

af This season, 10
farmers near Aziz's field have
contacted him @ swiich (o pro-
sressive farming, ‘T have realised
‘that the soil in Barnbunki can
grow anything except beteinut
and dates. The key is 10 under-

his farm,

He sald. “Farmers do not take
risks with new crops because
there are no food processing
wnits, What if 1 grow a special
variety of potato but can't find a

i d
Glynl’rnndvmh his Drugon fruit plantation W
plcetogsttprocosed? Famm- el The htsstinclusontr pro-
ersnecd processing and storge  gressive mrmm ind
facilities near their vill plant that provi

llages, sy
ane every 40 o 50 kilometres,
But such demands never ger
political attention.”

Barabanki, once known for
opium farming, now has hun-
dreds of farmers using new
methods in the ficld, reducing
water i fertiliser eonsumption
while increasing yield, but all
this is done at an individual

-!yc
Mostly grown in swm India,
farmers in Barabanki and Luc-
kavow are using new methods
grow indigo with 40% reduced
waler consumption. However,
growing this cash crop Is
nepcnanmnmnduwy:lumnd
Ifthe demand decreases, farm-
exswill abstain from cultivating
i.

FACTFILE

Progress farming uses
methods that saves up
10 40% water on field

The yield from pra-

wressive farming is

abaut 20% more than
traditional met hods

Number of farmers in Bara-
bankl whe have completely

partially adopted progressive
ing end are using modern
methods Is over 1500,
Candidates contesting for the
Barabanki Lok Sabha seat have
plans for progressive farmers.
Raj Rani Rawar, the Bharatiya
Janata Party candidare, sald. “In
Barabanki, farmers are growing
strawberries, dragon fruit, and
other varictics of cush crops. We
will sit with them and plan how
thesc farmers can
25 they have made Barabanki
proud in the state and country
1o
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Explain increase in voting %
days after polling, SC tells EC

Hears ADR Plea,
Gives Poll Body Till
May 24 To Reply

Ph 4 turnout 69.2%, highest till now; more

women than men voted in all Bihar phases

“hefourth phase of Lok Sa lblld|>(|I1MmMnn(LIy\¢W\.m 2% Vo-
ter turnout, the highest among the four ph latest

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Friday sought Election
Commission'sresponse tothe
application by an NGO, Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
forms,

datar the Election C i Friday showed.

More women than men voted in all three phases of polls in
Bihar, where voting was held for 15seats inthe second, thirdand
fourth phases, showed thedata.

According to EC data till 11.45 pm on Tuesday, the day after
the fourth phaseof polling, the turnout was estimated at 68.9%.
An ECofficial said the poll panel expects the voting percentage
toincrease further in thenext three phases, P18

sion about possible replace-
ment of electronic voting ma-
chines citing the big increase
in final voting percentage fi

when it will be heard by ava-  cion of EVMs. With the court

cation bench during the co-
urt’s summer break, which
commences Monday ADR

polling.

Abenchof CJIDY Chand
rachudand JusticesJ B Pardi
wala and Manej Misra orde-
red EC to file its response to
ADR’s application by May 24,

adirectionto ECto
publish voting data within 48
hoursof closeof polling.

taking up the same NGO's
plea again, EC's counsel, se-
nior advocate Maninder
Singh, said senior poll panel
officials had answered every
doubt expressed by the NGO's

On April 26, SC had dis- counsel Prashant Bhushan,
missed ADR's plea for return
to ballot papers and its suspi- ~ »Absence of figures, P 18

No delay in publishing
polling data, says EC

There has been controversy surrounding the
cation of final voter turnout data in each phase of

the ongoing Lok Sabha election, with the issue now
in the Supreme Court. After Congress chief Malli- | 4
Karjun Kharge raised questions on these issues, the
Election Commission sent a strong rebuttal. Dipak
Dash explains why final voter turnout is published

daysafter why

No. of votes up Licr
after revised figures
from EC for 4 phases

\n analysis of turnout numbers

publi

putout by the Election Commis-
sion late night of the day of pol

ling in each phase and the latest revie
sed numbersshows that the differepiée
could be approximated to L1 cror

Is EC taking more time to publish final polling
dnminewry phase than 20197

Lok Sabha polls. That's an ave: i
over 28,000 votes per constituency for
the 379 that have finished polling.

o pub-

EC takingd:

The average is roughly 73.000 for
Assam, 69,000 for Andhra Pradesh

number of votes polled after every phase as was done
inthelast LS polls. ECofficialshave outrightly denied
any delay in publishing the polling data.

e exact
and 57,000 for Kerala

In Karnataka and Maharashtra,
itisclosetothe50,000 mark. The vari-
ation in the Hindi heartland states

tesover thefirst fourphasesof the 24

EC’s revised turnouts
up votes by 1.07crore

| TURNOUT CHANGE BETWEEN NIGHT OF POLLING AND LATEST DATA (i LAKH)

West Bengal
Karnataka

| Gujarat

Chhattisgarh
Uttarakhand

Waipur
Odisha
Total*

Tonaes,

numbors put out
late might of the
lling in each phase

\n analysis of i

o1
ents could b
crore votes
{our phaces o the 2021 Lok
Sabha polls. That's an aver-
age of over 28,000 voies per
canstituency forthe37that
have finished polling

ow do we reach this
sonclusion? The EC has
ing out data on

The final figures have
been only very slightly
different from figures
put out typically late
evening on the day
after polling. However,
they vary considerably
from the data put out
on polling night in sev-
eral states

polingfor phasez 52
ol atres nave

is possible to get an approxi-

mtin of e voles st y

work see graphic)

Such uJLuLJlmn k-

wardshowsthat the implied

difference in number of
fi

w
phase]. 322],

22 11akh for phase3and 39.9

‘phase . totallingup
»

core.
biggest_variations
were in Andhra Praesh, 4
percentage points in turnout

and 17.21ak: in derived vote
numbers, 24

each phase, apart from
whatis available real-time’
on its app. The latest d:
put out en polling day in

C app cautions
are ml’llmmumwIn'mh

were put out 11 days after
polling day ﬂrl the first

ent from figures put out typi
cally late evening on the day
after polling. However, they
vary eonsiderably from b

data put out on palling night
in several states. Since (he
EC has also put out mumbers
fortheclectoraten eacheon:
stitueney — though only af-
ter thefirst two phases and a
controversy over the lack of
anyabsolute nurbers —an

sinco the turnout data is cor:

lakh), Ker
points and 114 lakh) and As
sam (42 percentage pain:

erage
100 per constituency. For
dhra Pradesh. the aver-

68,000 and for meu

tho Hindi

‘It won’t be a big deal if EC puts the
exact data for public consumption’

Last Month, SC Had ot

Examined Process Of

Recording Number

Of Votes Cast, Their

Counting & Found It

To Be Trustworthy

b Eontinued bom® 1

b,
ct. Bul o the
, ety tae pver:
entuge was provided oo

ot
a.whinu

the

voies polle quu‘m ‘
or the poll kody

" m:—rl Tuel (tnt
i d B pusts

s b dommicaded o
i i vl

" led 1
shouhl not besitaty put uul the
[ in with

i shariee ARec L poll it T ShoRld puish the e
Ty narm? ar different Ofeials snid there te full  sabd teo farmer BC afficial
y in e patiem beind iy
$rrmonr data an quest

sl (e s B Souicres =2k soce el
Vater turmnst | parties have been Faisi :

1an on diffarent aspoc

i
g details f the yocer hirmnal
ouly In peterntags trma

ol s

1 i A ity
voter trnout s, in the s

B et L1y

Wiy does vl kg o
four days et pa
W Tao EC Voror Turnat App

Dol ies tnie Line 1o retirin
fram e 5. S, an the

i
sl an affiel
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Portal to help
voters find booth

he district electoral office

in Lucknow launched a
website -
https://boothlocation.in/ --
on Friday. This website
serves tonotonly provide
details of booth locations but
alsotoalertelectors about
the number of people
standing in queues to vote.
ECl also has a website - https:
//electoralsearch.eci.gov.in
where voters canuse their
EPIC, phone number, and
personal details to locate
their booth.
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How To Make Elections Civil Again

There is too much frothing and foaming about issues prior to 147 Like Bose vs Savarkar: Political
campaigning should be pulled back to owr real and present lives, EC should devise a time har

Dipanhar Guapta
Palltiehins |owvs ialiieg & =pkash
whon washing their ppponents’ dirty
linen in public. They even pull oul
frgoiten  =ull  feom abaondoned
closprs, pspeciully |Il.|rt|:;_' wlpetlons

c contcmpornry
Commissio
shouald cenft 53 own Staniteal” Lamitattons b et b
comfestants from remllicg statements ar neidents
beyoad o cui-off dode.,

LT suzh o proctiee exisis ol
i polit
present. Inth
thres fram our B
acill charges af lh-'.'l and =
thit alleged act has tnken place witl mvear
skikid, the dsisal Himbt B fhese
operty dlapiiies, |2 vears

are, of poarse, meTain cloayly
defined pxceptivns oallafl this Howsver, bear
1 i thad Ghe prinelpleol “korma’ does nol 5w
Apply i bow for should s person die, fhis
brings ahoot an ahatement of that particalar
Bespal pruseeution., Adine polol o jurisprademoe
bviel wlsa caie lhil Pe s s wilsgs of miol
speaking il of thevdend,

T hark back tn statements made during
pie-lndependence days hua e pelevance
iy Taka the Instanea of Subhss Foge
and Veor Savarkor True, Base valued
Snearkiirzndl -\::ltuﬂlmnluhﬂﬁ'pl_'l Jhi Ll
iMer [ls release Teeam o
ulen thot Hose oppossd
the lntier cloimed thal Hindy Mohasabha
represenled wll Hindus wud hnt Conpress should
hinek off,

‘What is eoqually troe is that Base soughs Hindu
Malmsshhia's help discing (he Eolkala miank
siectinns L 1840, Bose, after all, nad mizo sald
0y this ‘resl” Himednn Mahnsal
, ovenl conbemporisy
volaries ol el Bose wotlHHTd it lMicul] o Gl
ik} nekem. [t milsht appesr arcame naw, bt i was
notsuthin

Similady communists oo hove o hord e
Juzrilving CTTs surreniles o Stalin ls fhe 1080, Ths
world was a dif plnen at that sime Lisewhan, Ih-.*
Partition con embarcass moany of our political
anceslors ibil reveal tiele leel ol olay Prevarlca

o extension of thal
ta1 thin

Innider provides
h

(=1

and dmible talk in 247 bomced off graffitied walls
Wk erbngss-worthy ripldiry.

Fushing  Ueess botions anly  kesp the

(= 14]

hesnid-and bo-said’ tape going ca forever. Which s
why debotes of this kind showll be fime borred e we
were oot part af the eontext owhleh they wore frat
framed. 0 18 toogh passing dowsm a linguags no perent
speaks, nr never kasforalong time, Togo to hattle with

Presenl eaeerng
Whon wo veer gwsy fram the hees and now, there s

EC could devise a bespoke Statute of
Limitation, with clearly demarcated
exceptions, as in law. This would, in
quick time, promote the *politics of
responsibility’ and reason

ik Trves damger (bt oo il ke over and (e beost
WY g il Thes Pma]. Choer s, oDl svepaclan D,
the great Mo Weber s, shemld doferming mar palstenl
chusices, I une were i sensationnlise thepast. of which
s 1o Pvesd 1 experbeice, Diea Ui beael @kes

e

aver the head nnd poditics becomes pnrensnnnble

1t s bt al) Spach Lupsess Dndo pue senliment Gl
apitpiors have bessai ible lo inDems masses [ssiling
ta tragic consoguenees. The politics of responsibility’,
which Weber pdvocoted above the ‘politics of
ammitinent’, deaws s strengih feom whal real peogle
live thromgh mndd mot froan an imaginary I.'\-|||'||I:1|nI|n|1:|I
has seen.

Viokemee during the Partlilon wis so Irensied thal
11 il ol enee wbaj to think tefore 1 ook eoanilpe:
ltves, 1g 1t oven chvilised 1o ack if thore was an cvoral]
cameunal holance among the dead? Mot only
I2aues prior 1o 147 nod bk ap eur election r
har dead palitic 1 st ml b pasieTe
target praceice. In law, as we know, death
abuites lepal proceeding npainst his persan.

Ewen I historically accurate, when the
past walles the rmp, present concerns wend ty
pipautof fashion. Onthe otker hand, 18 would
be sluoddy &l braln-lazy (oo copy and
from Inw hooks  without delations
natntizns oo the margine. Being specific is
the mother of relevance nned BC 16 fully awnrs
al this

Buch o propositlom, ehvinosly  needs
Jengthy conaultatione but anly after the calse
Is s ns woribwlhille, Just o gsl & tioughl
Frocess going. s eoald T far searing
puliival points whalever wis sasl ar done 70
ey o, The pricelple of non-alEgmnsenl aail
fhwe Pancheheal docirime, for | e, have
nince Faded aut of histary and hecomn part of
wer plitice] prebisfory.

M osek In thne, tee lborallsation of
thas Indinm economy ernsed post-1ndopemdenes
Mehruvian thinking almoest completely Sl
] wouhl e o s (hmeleame (oo e
um iz £ FOTE Enmsargen il Am the pmbild Bs an
meeppiion, Memeries of that period under draconian
Tovws are 51l freshas m ms mffled their
angulsh fearing creadil

Elnctinns cam b kaqt et 1 r\mp‘h respnne] primarily
to matiers that impact their ey
BT auniilil ilee e a1 Dssgeibies 5
cloarly detmarenrnd Sxecpeinns ae in
ek e, prvanerle thi p
reason. OF courae, exiseing laws con i this effart, but
oily after careliil thoughi

Clehaor , this prapasnd elsctcas-nrientod Statie
uf Lamittion could wedl become a Statute of Imitaton!

Tl wraier o s fugisg

Ay

10
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Voter turnout in 4th

phase clocks 69.2,
highest till now

More Men Than Women Voted
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'EC issues notice to former Judge tumed
BJP candidate for remarks against Mamata

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

he Election Commission of

India (ECI} on Friday
issued a notice to former
Calcutta High Court judge and
current BJP candidate for
Tamluk Lok Sabha constituen-
¢y Abhijit Gangopadhyay after

| finding his recent remarks

about West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee to
be “improper” and a prima
facie violation of the Model
Code of Conduct.

The EC said it had found
Gangopadhyay's remarks
against Mamata Banerjee
“violative” of the model code
and its advisory.

The poll panel acted on a com-
plaint by the Trinamool
Congress against
Gangopadhyay for his remarks
against Banerjee while address-
ing a public meeting held on
May 15 in Haldia.
Gangopadhyay who who
joined the BIP after resigning
from his post as the Calcutta
high court judge, alleged!;ﬁ
asked what “Mamata Banerjecs
price” was. The BJP has field-
ed Gangopadhyay from
Tamluk seat in West Bengal

where voting will be held on
May 25.

The EC in its notice noted that
Gangopadhyay’s comment has
been found to be “improper,
injudicious, beyond dignity in
every sense of term, in bad
taste” and prima facie violative
of the provisions of the Model
Code of Conduct and its advi-
sory to political partics.
“Now, therefore, you are here-
by called upon to show caise
by 17.00 hrs of 20.05.2024 as to
why appropriate action for vio-
lation of Model Code of
Conduct should not be taken
against you. In the event of no
response from your side with-

in the stipulated time, it will be

- presumed that you have noth-

ing to say in the matter and the
Election Commission will take
appropriate action or decision
in the matter without makin
any further reference to you,
the EC said

The TMC on Thursday moved
the Election Commission
against former high court judge
and BJP candidate, Abhijit
Gangopadhyay, for allegedly
making “misogynistic” remarks
against West Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.
According to the letter TMC
leader Dierek O'Brien wrote to
the Chief Electoral Officer of

West Berégﬂ]- ,(_m.n.g?' adhyay, in
his speech had said, "Mamata
Banerjee, how much are you
being sold for? Your rate is 10 |
lakhs. Why? Because you're get- |
ting your make-up done by
Keya Seth? Mamata Banerjec,
is she even 2 woman? 1 keep
wondering sometimes.”

As per the MCC, parties and
candidates should not criticise
aspects of the private lives of
opponents, should not make
unverified allegations, and
should not make statements |
that may be malicious or offend ||
decency and morality.

12
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